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Abstract

The objective of this research was to compare book purchases and the frequency of book usage for texts
that were checked out at the Faculty of Nursing Library, Mahidol University. Data were collected mainly
from the registration book, data record form, the record from automated library system INNOPAC
Millennium and the date due card of each book. Percentage and the borrowing rate of each book were used
to analyze the data.

The result showed that during the fiscal year 2010-2012, the library bought much more Thai books
than English books. More specifically, there were 1,032 more Thai copies (56.46 percent). The borrowing
rate of each Thai book was similar to the borrowing rate of each English book, with a rate of 8.42 and 7.78
times per item, respectively. The subject for which the library bought the largest quantities of books was
medical sciences. But the subject that had the highest borrowing rate per each book was nursing in special

fields of medicine. Most of the books that had the high borrowing rate were not in the category of books for
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which the library bought the large quantities. For example, the book in section WY 150 nursing in special

fields of medicine had the highest borrowing rate at 33 times per item, but the library bought only 19 copies.

The results suggest that the library staff should motivate the library users to use English books,

especially in the subjects of books that were published in English language more than those in Thai

Language, to get updated knowledge as needed, and for the cost effectiveness of library book purchase.

Keywords: Book purchase / Frequency of books usage / Borrowing rate of each book
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